(John Milne, Galen Manufacturing Company, Limited, Ladywell, London, S.E.) This new artificial sponge is of ingenious conception; it is composed of layers of matted camel's hair (camelhair blanketing) contained in an outer casing of butter cloth, which is stitched through, or, as it were, quilted, so as to prevent lumping of the hair. It is claimed for this sponge that it oifers the following advantages: (1) easy sterilisation by boiling; (2) great power of absorption ; (3) elasticity and smooth surface; (4) cheapness. It is probable that if this substitute for the marine sponge has a future before it, it will be in important abdominal operations, for in such cases the uniformity of the surface will be less likely to do damage to the tender peritoneal epithelium than the very finest of Turkish sponges. Boiling would doubtless sterilise such a sponge, but we imagine that coagulated blood or tissue juices could only be removed with the greatest difficulty.
